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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

December 17, 2018 

 

PRESENT:  
Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman  

Alfred P. Porro Jr., Vice Chairman 

Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 

Debbie Holmwood 

Robert Bamber 

Briana Hursen, Associate Member 

Also Present:  

 Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

             Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Sheehan, Chairman, 

in Room 12 of the Norwood Town Hall, 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the minutes of December 3, 2018, seconded by 

Ms. Holmwood.   

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

DISCUSSION: Recall Bond for Sunset Avenue Adequate Access – Mario Gomes 

 

Mr. Halkiotis received an email from engineer Mr. Glossa that states he has been hired by 

Mr. Gomes to help complete the project on Sunset Avenue. 

 

In prior meetings, members of the Planning Board have leaned towards recalling the 

bond.  The remaining amount of money that is left in the project’s construction bond is 

$65,000 out of a total of $200,000.  As a result, the Town would be responsible for 

completing the project.   
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Mr. Porro asked why Mr. Gomes was not at the meeting.  Mr. Gossa stated that he asked 

Mr. Gomes to not come to the meeting.  Mr. Gossa is aware with the problems of the site.   

 

Mr. Glossa would like to create a checklist and put together plans.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis agreed to create a checklist of things that would need to be done in order to 

complete the project. Mr. Halkiotis then stated that the problems with the site include a 

slope that is too steep and has to be reworked.  There are also concerns with tree stumps 

and wood chips that have been used as fill. Mr. Halkiotis stated that in order to figure out 

what is under the slope, pits would need to be dug. There is also a shed on the site that 

would need to be moved.  The landscape plan would also need to be submitted and 

implemented. 

 

Mr. Glossa agreed to get estimates from local contractors on the cost of the remaining 

work.  The estimated cost of the work would then be put into an escrow account.  If the 

Town is satisfied before June 1.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to continue this discussion until January 28th and 

let John work with Mr. Halkiotis and Mr. Ryan to come up with a plan and schedule to 

complete this project.  If this cannot be done in a timely manner, the bond can be pulled, 

seconded by Mr. Porro.   

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING – Power Lane Subdivision – Assessors Map 20, 

Block 1, Lots 4 & 5 – Power Lane Development LLC; Daniel Merrikin P.E., 

Merrikin Engineering, LLP. 8:00 P.M.  

 

Mr. Merrikin stated that he talked to Mr. Ryan.  Mr. Ryan stated that the street near Dean 

Street should be widened to 22 feet.  The new plan will be adjusted to address this.  The 

new plan will also include the labeling of stop signs and crosswalks.  

 

Mr. Sheehan opened the floor was opened to the public. There were no comments made 

by the public.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked Mr. Merrikin about what type of trees would be planted.   

 

Mr. Merrikin stated type of trees being used and that he is asking for a waiver for the 

amount of green space to decrease from 20% to 18%. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked for a list of waivers on the project.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked when Mr. Merrikin was going to Conservation Committee.  Mr. 

Merrikin stated he is going in front of the Conservation Committee on Wednesday. The 

Conservation Committee wanted reference on the plan to remove nearby debris. 
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MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the public hearing, seconded by Mr. 

Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to accept the plan with the six waivers and the 

final plan with the comments from Mr. Ryan and Mr. Halkiotis, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING– Special Permit, Drive Thru Window – 940-958 

Boston Providence Highway – David Spiegel, Applicant; Matt Smith, PE. Norwood 

Engineering; James Hilliard Esq., Attorney 8:30 P.M.  

 

Mr. Hilliard stated that the plan received approval from Police and Fire Department and 

the Department of Public Works.  

 

Mr. Smith discussed curb cuts.  He said one was eliminated, one curb cut was kept.  

There were originally three curb cuts now there are two.  The DOT approved it. 

 

Mr. Hilliard discussed the Bylaw that the Planning Board would need to look at in order 

to approve the drive thru.  Mr. Hilliard discussed how this application met all six areas of 

criteria in the Bylaw. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked if there is extra parking if people do not want to wait in line. Mr. 

Smith stated yes. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if one of the nearby existing buildings is residential.  Mr. Smith 

was not aware of any.  Mr. Paciorkowski stated that there is a home between the gas 

station and the pizza restaurant. Mr. Paciorkowski wants to make sure that it is 50’ away.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the plan is different than the plan before with exception of the 

drive-thru.  Mr. Smith stated it is the same they just needed to label the drive-true. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that it looks like the drive-thru was built without approval. Mr. 

Hilliard stated the lane for the drive-thru was needed anyway for access to the back of the 

building for maintenance. Mr. Hilliard also stated it is hard to find a renter that wants a 

drive-thru that is not already built on the site. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked what will happen if the drive-thru is not built in two years and as 

an example another company wants a drive-thru, will they will have to come before the 

Planning Board and re-apply for a permit?  Mr. Halkiotis stated, “Yes.” 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if there is signage for entering and exiting the drive-thru.  Mr. 

Hilliard stated yes.  
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Mr. Sheehan asked if approved, would they need to go in front of the DOT again.  Mr. 

Smith stated yes. DOT stated that they will not approve the plan until Planning Board 

approves does.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked Mr. Smith to walk her through an example if the Fire Department 

would need to access to the building.  Mr. Hilliard stated that the Fire Department drove a 

truck to the site in order to test the approved emergency access plan. 

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if 13 cars are waiting at the drive-thru how and there is an 

emergency how will the Fire Department be able to reach the person in need of help? 

 

Mr. Smith stated that the cars behind the car with the emergency would just have to back 

up. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked about the width of pavement by the drive thru.   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked egress out onto Dean Street.  

 

Mr. Porro stated that a drive-thru would bring more traffic. Mr. Porro asked about 

anticipated car counts.  

 

Mr. Bamber asked if the town would be responsible if an emergency did happen.  Mr. 

Paciorkowski stated no. 

 

The floor was opened to the public.   

 

Mr. Saba asked if a client got stuck in the drive thru could a tow truck reach them.  Mr. 

Smith stated yes. 

 

Mr. Saba disagreed with the layout of the site and believed it did not meet DOT 

specifications. 

 

Mr. Smith argued that it did in fact meet DOT approval considering they already have the 

letter of approval from the DOT itself. Mr. Smith also stated that there are multiple 

acceptable curb-cuts, not just the one example that Mr. Saba believes wants.  

 

Mr. Hilliard stated that he would like Mr. Saba to speak on the issues that are present.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the public hearing, seconded by Ms. 

Holmwood. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

Mr. Bamber asked if the Planning Board needs to vote tonight.  Mr. Paciorkowski and 

Ms. Holmwood stated they are ready to vote tonight.  Mr. Porro and Mr. Bamber stated 



  March 14, 2019 

that they are not ready to vote tonight.  Mr. Sheehan asked if a super majority is needed 

to vote on the Special Permit.  Mr. Halkiotis stated yes.  

 

The Planning Board member will schedule a vote on January 28th.  The time will be 

determined at the January 7th meeting. 

 

CARNEGIE ROW – Auto Storage Special Permit Extension – David Spiegel, 

Applicant; James Hilliard Esq., Attorney 

 

The original Special Permit was issue in 2012.  Mr. Hilliard stated that Mr. Spiegel would 

like to develop this area, but there is still no interest at this time.  

 

Mr. Hilliard is asking for an extension until he has a tenant ready to move in.   

 

Mr. Sheehan asked if there is a time limit.  Mr. Hilliard stated last time they asked for 

two years and the Planning Board gave him one year.  

 

Mr. Sheehan asked how many dealerships use the property.  Mr. Spiegel stated one. 

 

Mr. Porro asked how much is paid on taxes on the lot.  Mr. Spiegel estimated about 

$30,000 on the lot.   

 

Mr. Spiegel does not want to rent it out for car storage and is only doing this until he can 

find a tenant.   

 

Ms. Holmwood does not have an issue with having cars stored there.  She does have an 

issue with pavement replacing greenery.  

 

Mr. Porro stated he would vote would another year.  Mr. Paciorkowski stated that he sees 

no issue with extending it.  Mr. Bamber agreed.  

 

Mr. Sheehan asked about cars are there.  Mr. Spiegel stated about 150 cars.    

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the extension for one year, seconded by Mr. 

Paciorkowski. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

Planning Board Business: Approval of Skating Club of Boston  

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that a decision was written for the approved project and that there 

were some minor changes to discuss with the Board before stamping it in with the Clerk.  

 

The plan needs to have the correct revised date of the final architectural drawings, as well 

as change the language of the plan that makes a reference to the site being Norwood’s 

Hockey team’s “home.”  
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The Board agreed with the changes although Mr. Porro stated that he was disappointed 

because he did not get a copy of the PILOT agreement.  Mr. Halkiotis stated he asked the 

Selectman’s Office for draft, but has not received it yet. 

 

Ms. Holmwood stated she would like to see it as well, but it will not prevent her from 

voting on the decision 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked what vote would be needed.  Mr. Halkiotis stated that a vote to 

approve the decision is a simple majority.  

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to approve the decision with the necessary changes, 

seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski. 

 

VOTE 4-1 motion passed. Mr. Porro did not vote in favor. 

 

Open Space & Recreation Plan 2018 Survey  

 

Mr. Deschenes stated the survey was published today until January 31st.  

 

CPA 

 

Mr. Deschenes asked for the Board’s support in a CPA project that the Planning 

Department was pursuing.  

 

The Board voiced their support for Mr. Deschenes’ project application.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to compose a letter given the authority to Mr. Halkiotis 

and Mr. Deschenes to draft a letter in support, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 PM.  

 

Next Meeting: January 7, 2019 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  
 
 

  


